SPAN 440W-1/LACS 490W-2
Topics in Colonial Studies: Family Portraits/Retratos de familia
MW 5:30-6:45 pm; Woodruff Lib 773

Prof. Karen Stolley (Callaway 511S; Tel. 7-0857; kstolle@emory.edu)
Office hours: WED 2-5 pm and by appt.

This course, taught in Spanish, explores a wide range of Latin American and Latinx cultural production – mostly novels, but also poetry, short stories, historical narratives, paintings, films -- that use the family as a point of departure to represent and interrogate questions of cultural identity and transculturation, colonial encounters, abolitionism, nation-building, authority, political repression and historical agency. Readings will be drawn from the colonial period (Bernal Díaz del Castillo, eighteenth-century casta paintings) and the nineteenth century (Gomez de Avellaneda’s Sab, Matto de Turner’s Aves sin nido, Aluísio Azevedo’s Mulatto); they will also include more recent texts (Castellanos’ Oficio de tinieblas, Aguirre’s Gonzalo Guerrero, Ferré’s Maldito Amor, and Castillo’s So Far from God). Additional materials TBA.

The course will also include discussions of academic writing as process and practice; writing assignments will be organized with regular opportunities for free-writing, peer-editing and revising. 

TEXTS: (available through the Emory Bookstore*, online, or on CANVAS)
Eugenio Aguirre, Gonzalo Guerrero  (out of print; available on CANVAS and LibReserve)
Clorinda Matto de Turner, Aves sin nido  http://www.biblioteca.org.ar/libros/71077.pdf
Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda, Sab* 
Aluísio Azevedo, Mulatto (out of print; available on CANVAS)
Rosario Castellanos, Oficio de tinieblas* 
Rosario Ferré, Maldito Amor*
Ana Castillo, So Far from God*

PARTICULARS & GRADING: Weekly short writing assignments of various types (including one-page critical analyses, discussion questions); group and individual oral presentations of various lengths; final research project TBD in consultation with Prof. Stolley.  Extra credit options for academic engagement/participation beyond the classroom 
*CO-CONSTRUCTION OF THE FINAL SYLLABUS TBD

COURSE OBJECTIVES
• Cultivate close reading skills by combining descriptive, analytical and creative writing 
• Develop mastery of spoken and written Spanish in an academic setting
• Identify and analyze how different cultural and ethnic identities, historical moments, socio-
economic tensions related to ideas about family are represented in the texts we discuss
• Understand connections between the readings and the historical/cultural moments they 
represent with the contemporary moment and with their own lives and families
• Develop evidence-based humanities research skills by employing methods that are historical, 
interpretive and analytical in nature and by posing big questions about common assumptions, uncovering new meanings in literary works, or finding new ways to understand cultural interactions in order to understand the past, gain insights about how to live in the present moment, and think about the future.

Engagement: This course is seminar-style, with some lecture presentations. Your critical engagement with both the materials and your peers is absolutely essential to the success of the course and to our shared learning. Please come to class with an open mind, having completed the readings for the day, and a willingness to actively participate in the discussion. By enrolling in this course, you are agreeing to complete assigned readings on time, and think about them and your reactions to them before you come to class. 

Use of electronics: The use of laptops, tablets, cellphones, etc. is not permitted while we are having class unless the instructor has given permission for such use (which may happen occasionally). Think of class as family dinner time – no cellphones, be present! 

Course requirements
1. Students are required to attend all classes.
2. Additionally, students should consult CANVAS regularly in order to keep up with all class communications
3. You are responsible for all material covered on days that you are absent.
4. Students must arrive on time every day and participate actively in class. Showing up is not enough.
5. All assigned work must be completed on time. Late work will not be accepted or will be penalized.	
6. You are encouraged to consult with the instructor at any time if you have questions or problems. 

Assignments
Assignments in this class should reflect understanding of broad conceptual frames and more specific knowledge as well as use of these different pedagogical approaches; written assignments should follow the following format:
· Font choices: Times New Roman, Calibri, Arial – please use one of these
· Font size:   12
· Margins – One inch on all four sides (the "normal"/default" margins of a document)
· Page Numbers – include them
· Double Spacing within documents
· Endnotes (not footnotes) – if you need them

Student Attendance Policy:
Students are required to attend all classes. Any unexcused absence will have an impact in your participation grade (obviously, if you do not attend class you cannot participate). Some excused absences are permitted. Your absence on religious holidays will be excused if you inform the instructor in advance. Your absence may be excused in other exceptional circumstances or if you suffer a serious medical emergency, provided you obtain written confirmation.



Office for Undergraduate Education
• Please visit White Hall 300 or call 404.727.6069 with questions about academic affairs, concerns or policies; http://catalog.college.emory.edu/ 
• Visit http://college.emory.edu/oue/student-support/index.html for a list of support programs and appointment directions.

Emory University Honor Code
Your conduct in Spanish 440 is governed by the Emory University Honor Code. The Honor Code applies to all exams, daily assignments and essays. Please read the full Emory University Honor Code for details: http://catalog.college.emory.edu/academic/policies-regulations/honor-code.html

Students with disabilities
Emory University complies with the regulations of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and offers accommodations to students with disabilities. All students with special requests or need for accommodations should make this request in person as soon as possible. Appropriate documents should be presented within two weeks of the beginning of the course. For further information, contact Access, Disability Services and Resources at (404)727-9877; http://equityandinclusion.emory.edu/access/students/index.html.

ECAS Inclement Weather Make-Up Class policy 
Plan A: Short-term Closures 
For short term closures (defined as one or two days), faculty are invited to consider the use of various online technologies or to make changes to the course syllabus to cover the appropriate content during regular class sessions upon return from closure. 
Plan B: Long-term Closures 
For longer closures (defined as three or more days), faculty will continue to have access to the online technologies but reworking the course syllabus may not be a viable option. To assist, the College has reserved all Registrar scheduled classrooms over the course of two weekends to allow for in-person class meetings to account for the time missed. 
For Spring 2018 those dates are: 
· Saturday, March 24 & Sunday, March 25 (for the first two missed class days) 
· Saturday, April 14 & Sunday, April 15 (for the second two missed class days) 

Writing Center and ESL Program Support for Emory College Students
Tutors in the Emory Writing Center and the ESL Program are available to support Emory College students as they work on any type of writing assignment, at any stage of the composing process. Tutors can assist with a range of projects, from traditional papers and presentations to websites and other multimedia projects. Writing Center and ESL tutors take a similar approach as they work with students on concerns including idea development, structure, use of sources, grammar, and word choice. They do not proofread for students. Instead, they discuss strategies and resources students can use as they write, revise, and edit their own work. Students who are non-native speakers of English are welcome to visit either the Writing Center tutors or the ESL tutors. All other students in the college should see Writing Center tutors. Please review tutoring policies before your visit. Learn more and make an appointment: http://writingcenter.emory.edu/

Credit for attendance at academic events (lectures, etc.) sponsored by the Department of Spanish & Portuguese: students should prepare a 100-word critique after the event in order to receive credit for “academic engagement/participation beyond the classroom.” Students will be notified of upcoming events and are encouraged to share relevant events with the class.  Participation in the weekly tertulias is strongly encouraged as well.

Note about classroom environment
Together we will commit to creating a community of learners who acknowledge difference, speak thoughtfully, and listen with respect. Learning is, and should be, challenging and that learning is, and should be, for everyone. If you’d like to discuss personal reactions to the material, with the class or in my office, those discussions are welcome as part of our coursework together.


CALENDARIO (*en obras – subject to change)

WEEK 1	Jan. 22-24
Introducción al curso
*Cada estudiante debe traer a clase para compartir un “RETRATO DE FAMILIA” y presentarlo/discutirlo en sus diferentes dimensiones -- lo visual, lo narrativo, lo cultural…utilicen su creatividad. A partir de la presentación/discusión de sus retratos haremos una lista de los diferentes temas que han surgido y que discutiremos a lo largo del semestre. También habrá una introducción a la novela de Eugenio Aguirre, Gonzalo Guerrero.

*miércoles 24 no hay clase – deben aprovechar para 1) avanzar con la lectura de Gonzalo Guerrero (Canvas); 2) repasar el breve fragmento sobre Gonzalo Guerrero que aparece en Bernal Díaz del Castillo, Historia verdadera de la conquista de México (Canvas); 3) familiarizarse con las lecturas secundarias en Canvas 


WEEK 2	Jan. 29-31	Gonzalo Guerrero, el español transculturado, cont.


WEEK 3	Feb. 5-7	
lunes – terminar la discusión de Gonzalo Guerrero & ejercicios de escritura

miércoles - cuadros de casta en el XVIII; Natasha Trethewey, Thrall (selecciones)


*REQUIRED ATTENDANCE 
Saturday, Feb. 10, 7:30 pm 	Staged reading of Mark Valdez, Road to a Dream		
Schwartz Center (Brave New Works series)

WEEK 4	Feb. 12-14	“Road to a Dream” 
Additional readings TBA

WEEK 5	Feb. 19-21	
Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda, Sab (1841) 


WEEK 6	Feb. 26-28
Sab, cont.


WEEK 7	March 4-7		
Aluísio Azevedo, Mulatto (1881)

***March 11-13 NO CLASS - SPRING BREAK***


WEEK 8	March 19-21
Clorinda Matto de Turner, Aves sin nido (1889)


WEEK 9	March 26-28
Aves sin nido, cont.


WEEK 10  	April 2-4
Rosario Castellanos, Oficio de tinieblas 


WEEK 11  	April 9-11
Oficio de tinieblas, cont.


WEEK 12  	April 16-18
Rosario Ferré, Maldito Amor (selección)


WEEK 13   	April 22-25 
lunes 		*4 pm 	Conferencia de Yuri Herrera; discusíon en clase de Señales… (1)
		discusión de rúbricas/proyecto final

miérc. 		So Far from God – terminar la discusión

WEEK 14  	April 30 
Lunes, Julia Alvarez, Family Matters (selección)
Conclusiones
EVALUACIONES

FINAL PRESENTATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE TIME OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED FINAL EXAM: Monday, May 7, 11:30 am – 2 pm; Woodruff 7th floor

CENA – casa de la Prof. Stolley / fecha TBD (probablemente o el viernes, 4 de mayo o el lunes, 7 de mayo)
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